Thursday May 20th 2021: Issue 4

Online Safety Newsletter
Merrylands
Live streaming on TikTok and other platforms
There is a facility on TikTok whereby 1000 followers enables a person to be able to broadcast
live.
Any person with a TikTok or similar platform account can use live streaming. Many children and
young people do this, for example to sing and dance and to talk about things, perhaps with the
aim of attracting more viewers and to be someone who is ‘trending’ online.
This type of activity is popular among children and young people, including primary school children, and can be beneficial. For example broadcasting live may help to develop a person’s creativity and improve their confidence, enable them to speak about something that matters to
them on a wider platform, or perhaps as an additional way to stay in touch with friends.
Concerns
There are risks for children and young people associated with broadcasting live online, and in
engaging with other people’s broadcasts, including:
viewing inappropriate content (such as sexual or violent videos);
communicating with people that are unknown to them;
children and young people may be broadcasting from their bedroom, unsupervised – making
an additional forum in which abuse may take place;
there could be thousands of people watching a live stream at any time, including those who are
looking to harm children and young people – it is possible to move a child or young person from
a live stream to a private one;
coercion or manipulation to create and share indecent images of themselves while live streaming;
live videos can be recorded and shared.
If your child uses platforms such as Tik Tok then talking to them about the risk of seeing
something that worries or upsets them is really important. They need to know that it is
not their fault and they can talk to an adult about what they have seen.
See the link below for help with parental controls
https://www.connectsafely.org/tiktok/#:~:text=Follow%20these%20steps%3A,between%2040%20and%20120%20minutes.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date released
20.05.21.
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