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Prior to lockdown Freddie (Year 4) read 
an extract in preparation for his LAMDA 
Grade 1 exam. Excitingly this video has 

been shared on the Standout Theatre social 
media platforms.  

 

Calling all readers! 

We would like to spread some joy. If you have any good news to 
share that you would like to feature on our newsletter please  

email it in titled Good News to  
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week we received news that schools will not return 

immediately after February half term, which I know is 

incredibly disappointing for all.  In the meantime we will 

continue to follow guidelines and look forward to know-

ing when and how we can welcome all our children back 

to Merrylands.   

Our messages from our Head Girl and Head Boy this 

week are inspiring and send a positive message to all.   

Please remember that we are here for you for support and 

advice.   

Please take care and look after your-

selves.   Mrs Robinson  

Acorn Class: Louis P 

Sunflower Class: Teddy O 

Daisy Class: Sienna H 

Daffodil Class: Keira B 

Ladybird Class: Malik C 

Butterfly Class: Tia M 

Sycamore Class: George G 

Maple Class: Summer O 

Ocean Class: Nancie A 

 

 

River Class: Alex H 

Amazon Class: Harley S 

Snowdonia Class: Jessica C 

Eagle Class: Archie M 

Falcon Class: Kye B-N 

Voyager Class: Joseph C 

Adventurer Class: Chloe H 

Explorer Class: Thomas K 
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Experiences of lockdown 
I have quite enjoyed some parts of lockdown, such as going on bike rides with my mum and dad. We also 

played a lot of badminton in the garden during summer. If the weather was raining, then we would do Joe 
wicks and cooking. My dad taught me how to make boiled eggs and I made them for us for breakfast a lot. 
I had fun on my birthday and Christmas but wish I could have met up with my family. I quite like doing 

schoolwork from home and not rushing around in the mornings. But I do miss seeing my friends and playing. 
 

Soon we will see our friends again which we can all look forward too. 
Joseph C 

My lockdown experience 

Lockdown has been an experience like no other; during Lockdown many of us have developed new skills and talents.   

During this lockdown and the 1st lockdown when we were off, I have been watching Horrible Histories. I now know all the names of Monarchs since 

William the conqueror until now!  There are a lot of interesting facts I now know. I also like to sing, singing is my passion, I love it. Listening to music 

is something else I have been doing.  Some of my favourite artists are, Harry styles, George Michael, Queen. The wonderland, ABBA, AC/DC, Shawn 

mendes, Justin Timberlake, Miley Cyrus, The weekend, and Wham.  Every single night, me and my family will watch a movie, or play a board game.   

During the day, once I have finished my schoolwork I love to read, some of my favourite authors are, Roald Dahl, JK Rowling, David Walliams, Rachel 

Renee Russell, Terry deary or I do some crafting. I am quite creative. In the first Lockdown I even won a competition to get my own designed sticker on 

the back of my dad's lorry at work. I won a t-shirt with my design on it and £50.00 In vouchers.  

During, Lockdown I have been very productive.  Discovering new things is the best thing we can do, new hobbies I have found are baking, netball and 

make up.  

Remember, keep learning - keep smiling - keep safe. Keeping your mind active really does help during this difficult time. 

There really is no place like home.        

Erika C 

What has your 

experience of 

lock down 

been? 



 

We have been blown away with the quality of work being 
created by children this week. Well done to everyone who 
has been completing their remote learning on Tapestry and 
Google Classroom. Take a look at some of the work that has 

been completed this week both in and out of school. 

Well done to everyone who has completed work 
this week. Remember, once you submit and share 

your completed work on Tapestry or Google Class-
room your teacher sends you feedback on the 

work that you have done! 



 

Last week, Year 5 and 6 took part in some outdoor learning in 

school. Children collected natural materials to create pictures. 

They were only allowed to use natural resources they found on 

the school grounds. 



 

Our top rockers this week are Falcon class again! 

Well done for rocking the most this week and practicing 
your times tables! They have a combined percentage of 

86% of the class challenging their learning on Timestable 
Rockstars this week! 

Will you help increase your timestable knowledge?  
Get practicing and rock on! 

The holder of the official Guinness World Rec-

ords title 'Highest score achieved on Times 

Tables Rock Stars in one minute'. is a boy 
called Nadub who scored an incredible 196 in 

60 seconds. That's more than 3 per second! 

Why don’t you try to beat his record! 

 Amazon Class recommends  
A Series Of Unfortunate Events - The Bad Beginning by 

Lemony Snicket.  

We have been sharing this book with the whole of Year 
4 and we have really enjoyed listening to the different 

adults reading each chapter to us. 

Freddie “ Loved chapter 2. It was AMAZ-
ING!”  

If you like stories that have a villain in 
them then you will love this story.   

Top 10 Rockers this week 

Freddie MS 

Elijaa B 

Archie M 

Kyria Q 

Felicia N 

Leo L 

Jordan P 

Isabelle F 

Armandas S 

Ralphie F 

Work for the Community 

Across the next week teachers will be encouraging children to create work which will 

be sent to people in the community; Basildon hospital, the ambulance service and local 

care homes. Work completed at home can be posted in our letter box, emailed in or 

shared on Google Classroom/Tapestry. Keep your eye out on our remote learning  

platforms for further information.  



 

 

If a child is poorly… This is a worrying 

time for parents.  Self-isolation, social 

distancing, the fear of infection in hospi-

tal, are all things which may delay par-

ents seeking help for a sick child.  

This could cause a child to be-

come more poorly than they 

should do.  Parents are advised 

to look at this checklist of symp-

toms and what to do in each in-

stance.  Parents should seek 

medical advice if they are worried 

about their child – and trust their 

instinct.  

Essex Child & Family Wellbeing Service: https://
essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/ 

Essex Effective Support: https://
www.essexeffectivesupport.org.uk/ 

Essex Local Offer: http://
www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/ 

Essex Map: https://www.essexmap.co.uk/ 
Essex Schools Info Link; https://
schools.essex.gov.uk/pupils/
Emotion-
al_Wellbeing_and_Mental_Health_Information_Po
rtal_for_Schools/Pages/default.aspx 
Getting Help in Essex: https://www.essex-
gethelp.uk/SNAP: http://www.snapcharity.org/
index.php/information 
Southend Essex Thurrock Domestic Abuse Board 
(SETDAB): https://setdab.org/ 
Southend Learning Network: https://
www.southendlearningnetwork.co.uk/
educationalpsychology 

Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online includes:  

 https://www.internetmatters.org/ - for support for parents and carers to 
keep their children safe online ·  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ - for support for parents and careers from the 
NSPCC ·  
 https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ - for advice from the National Crime Agency 
to stay safe online ·  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ - advice for 
parents and carers  

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-during-covid-
19/ 

 

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-teens-during-
covid-19/ 
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