Friday 22nd January 2021

Merrylands Newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers,
After the storm this week, we finish with some much needed sunshine. Being able to get
outside makes such a difference, especially in the current circumstances.
In regard to staff updates I wish to inform you that Mrs Tildesley, one of the Assistant
Headteachers, who was on maternity leave, will be returning on Wednesday 3rd February
and working Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. We do however say goodbye to Mr
Boxall who will not be returning to Merrylands and we wish him all the best for the future.
Thank you for your support and patience whilst we set up the live sessions this week. We
have managed to overcome some technical difficulties and staff and pupils have become
more confident in using this platform. We have now scheduled new times for the Reception
and Key Stage 1 sessions so that these too are staggered.
As you are aware we had a positive case this week. Despite further tightening of restrictions
both in school and nationally, it is a reminder that there are still cases in the community
and it is so important that we continue to follow the government guidelines, no matter how
difficult that may be for us all.
I do hope you manage to have an enjoyable weekend.
Please take care and look after yourselves.

Huge CONGRATULATIONS to Gabriel (Year 6) he has
achieved his Grade 1 Flute award from ABRSM with
Music for Schools and to Ioana (Year 5) who achieved
her Bronze award in Clarinet.
Calling all readers!
We would like to spread some joy. So from next week we will be
creating a ‘Good News’ column on our newsletter. So if you have
any good news to share that you would like featured in our new
column email in titled Good News to
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk

Mrs Robinson

Acorn Class: Tommy C
Sunflower Class: Haiden C
Daisy Class: Finley B
Daffodil Class: Isla C
Ladybird Class: Mia A
Butterfly Class: Olivia H
Sycamore Class: Evelyn M
Maple Class: Aiden L
Ocean Class: Koby L

River Class: Rubie H
Amazon Class: Kyna K-T
Snowdonia Class: Max S
Eagle Class: Brandon C
Falcon Class: Harry P
Voyager Class: Grace C
Adventurer Class: Kyria Q
Explorer Class: Payton O

Answer on next week’s newsletter!
Last weeks question: How do
you spell password backwards?

Blowing bubbles.
Focus on taking in a deep, slow breath, and exhaling
steadily to fill the bubble. Pay close attention to the
bubbles as they form, detach, and pop or float away.

Fitness Challenges:
1. Take a long walk with your family for over 30 minutes
2. How many times can you throw and catch a ball against a wall in 1 minute?
3. Complete 30 star jumps every morning for a week
4. Climb a big hill when out exercising with your family
5. How many lateral and linear jumps can you perform in 30 seconds?

We have been blown away with the quality of work being

created by children this week. Well done to everyone who
has been completing their remote learning on Tapestry and
Google Classroom. Take a look at some of the work that has

Well done to everyone who has completed work
this week. Remember, once you submit and share
your completed work on Tapestry or Google Classroom your teacher sends you feedback on the
work that you have done!

Our top rockers this week are Falcon class again!
Well done for rocking the most this week and practicing
your times tables! They got a combined percent of 89%
Top 10 Rockers this week

Which class will it be next week? Each class has seen an
increase in usage, get practicing and rock on!

Freddie M-S
Elijaa B
Archie M
Kyria Q
Leo L
Jordan P
Isabelle F
Ralphie F

The holder of the official Guinness World Record
title 'Highest score achieved on Times Tables
Rock Stars in one minute'. is a boy called Nadub
who scored an incredible 196 in 60 seconds.
That's more than 3 per second!
Why don’t you try to beat his record!

Finley R
Armandas S

Nursery have been reading traditional tales and
fairy tales from the beginning of term.
Last week we read Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The children
thought Goldilocks was quite cheeky to come into the Bears
house without being invited. The children all know it is wrong to
go into a stranger’s house.
There is so much you can do around the story; we made porridge
for Goldilocks, made puppets, sang songs, did some dancing,
made some bears. And Goldilocks even left us a very special
message!

Teaching Road Safety: A Guide for Parents https://
www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-roadsafety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
Safety First – Cycling at Night https://
www.cycletraining.co.uk/cycle-training-and-cycle-safety/
safety-first-cycling-at-night/
Teaching road safety: guide for educators https://
www.brake.org.uk/assets/docs/TeachroadsafetyguideSept14.pdf
Road safety teaching resources for children https://
www.think.gov.uk/education-resources/
Be Bright, Be Seen Poster https://6282.s3-eu-west1.amazonaws.com/Be_Bright_Be_Seen-A5-Flyer.pdf
Keeping children safe during lockdown and beyond - Parents’
pack https://www.capt.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?
IDMF=44e36e43-bd5e-4dd0-acae-e040f37fe2ef

Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online includes:

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-during-covid19/

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-teens-during-

If a child is poorly… This is a worrying
time for parents. Self-isolation, social
distancing, the fear of infection in hospital, are all things which may delay
parents seeking help for a sick
child. This could cause a child to
become more poorly than they
should do. Parents are advised
to look at this checklist of symptoms and what to do in each instance. Parents should seek
medical advice if they are worried
about their child – and trust their

https://www.internetmatters.org/ - for support for parents and carers to
keep their children safe online ·
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ - for support for parents and careers from the
NSPCC ·
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ - for advice from
the National Crime Agency to stay safe online ·
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ - advice for

Essex Child & Family Wellbeing Service: https://
essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/
Essex Effective Support: https://
www.essexeffectivesupport.org.uk/
Essex Local Offer: http://
www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/
Essex Map: https://www.essexmap.co.uk/
Essex Schools Info Link; https://
schools.essex.gov.uk/pupils/
Emotional_Wellbeing_and_Mental_Health_Information_Po
rtal_for_Schools/Pages/default.aspx
Getting Help in Essex: https://www.essexgethelp.uk/SNAP: http://www.snapcharity.org/
index.php/information
Southend Essex Thurrock Domestic Abuse Board

