Friday 1st April 2022

Merrylands News

spring term at Merrylands Primary School
Weekly School Attendance: 88.88%

See you on Tuesday 19th April!

Remember...If your child is absent, a call must be made to the school EVERY school day that they are absent.
Dear Parents/Carers,
As we approach the end of the Spring term I would like to thank you all for the support you
have given, whether it be home learning, ensuring your children attend school on time, supporting events etc. It really does have such a positive impact on your child’s progress and the
school in general.
We say farewell to Mrs Russell and Mrs Walter this term. Mrs Russell has been a class
teacher here since 2018 and Mrs Walter as ASC Lead since 2016. We thank them for their
contribution to Merrylands over the past few years and wish them all the very best for the
future.
I do hope that you all have an enjoyable Easter break with your families. We return on Tuesday 19th April due to the Monday being a Bank Holiday.
Take care and we look forward to seeing
you all in the Summer term.
Mrs Robinson

Butterfly Class—Bryan, for
his superb playing of the
glockenspiel

Acorn Class: Nursery
Sunflower Class: Bonnie-Mae D
Daisy Class: Emilis R
Daffodil Class: Arley H
Ladybird Class: Lillie-Ann A
Dragonfly Class: Kajus G
Butterfly Class: Luca V
Sycamore Class: David S
Maple Class: Teddy G

Ocean Class: Harry B
River Class: Erin Q
Amazon Class: Frankie G
Snowdonia: Archie S
Eagle Class: Evie W
Falcon Class: Tallulah H
Adventurer Class: Jessica H
Explorer Class: Brandon C

A huge thank you to Kelly’s Creations
for our Easter display.

Thinking of Others
Acorn Class: Nursery
Sunflower Class: Hugo G
Daisy Class: Ayan C
Daffodil Class: Evelyn R
Ladybird Class: Emily I
Dragonfly Class: Samantha M
Butterfly Class: Teddy O
Sycamore Class: Alice H
Maple Class: Malik C
Ocean Class: Aiden L
River Class: Kiara F
Amazon Class: Belita H-A
Snowdonia Class: Kiera C
Eagle Class: Jack A
Falcon Class: Darcy D
Adventurer Class: Scarlett P-A
Explorer Class: Sophia A

Mrs Pryer recommends
The Snail and the Whale
I love reading Julia Donaldson books and one
of my favourite books is ‘The Snail and the
Whale’. The snail takes an amazing adventure
around the world viewing towering icebergs
and far-off lands, fiery mountains and
golden sands! The illustrations by Axel
Scheffler paint a beautiful picture of our
amazing world and the story is full of description and rhyming.

Take a look at this week’s PE challenge to try
at home.
We would love you to take part and have fun
being active.

Congratulations to Kiara,
Darcy, Oliver and
Seraphina who were
caught using good manners this week.

Children this week have celebrated Autism
Acceptance Week. Children have developed
their understanding of autism and we have
developed our presence as an autism friendly
school.
Today, Friday 1st April, children and staff
were invited to come to school in colour nonuniform. We chose the colours of the rainbow to portray the autism spectrum in its
full diverse entirety and its connotations
with joy.

Science Competition
Our year 1 and year 6 cohorts participated in a trust Science competition.
Year 1 had the fun task of creating slime to see who could make the stretchiest slime.
Year 6 were given the challenge of making nests for Gentoo penguins. We worked in small groups to
create our nests and recorded changes throughout the week to see which nests survived. Luckily, the
weather didn't affect them too much! The winning group from year 6 were in Adventurers class Archie M, Luca D, Harry L and Paul P.
A huge thank you and well done for everyone that participated!

Thank you to everyone for supporting the Mother's Day sale last Friday.
We would also like to thank Mrs French and Mrs O'Shea as well as Harry E, Jax L, Addison W,
Daria P and Erin EB (from Year 6) who also helped with the sale at different stages throughout
the day.

Thank you to all the parents who supported our movie afternoon.
I would also like to say a massive thank you to our Head Girl Olivia C,
our Head Boy Jax L and our Deputy Head Boy Ralphie F for helping to
purchase the snacks and drinks from our local supermarket.
Along with the help of Daria B, they also helped distribute drink and
snacks out to each class during the afternoon as well as helping to tidy up at the end.

Together, both of these events raised
an incredible £1799 which will help pay
towards educational workshops which
enhances and supports the learning in
class.

Over the past three weeks, Year 1 have become great explorers and travelled to different countries!
We have explored the wonderful spices of India, the beautiful animals in Africa, and seen the colourful carnival in Brazil. We had lots of fun and learnt lots of new facts about
these new places! We have tried some yummy fruit and completed some beautiful pieces of writing on it.

Thank you to everyone who supported Year 2 in their singing last
Friday at Basildon Eastgate shopping centre. I hope you would
agree that the children sang their
hearts out, singing a mixture of
Spring and Mother's day songs.
Thanks to those who also donated
money whilst attending this
event. They raised an amazing
£470.88 Comments were made by
the volunteers from St Lukes hospice that our singing could be
heard all the way down to Asdas!
A very proud moment for our
school.
By taking part in this fundraising
event, the children have also
worked towards Article 31 (leisure,
play and culture) of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
by taking part in an artistic event.

Merrylands Facebook Group
The Merrylands Primary School and
Nursery Facebook Group aims to provide you with information about upcoming events, reminders, celebratory messages and
much more.
If you would like to join the Facebook page, please
click the link below or copy the link into the Facebook
search bar:
www.facebook.com/groups/
merrylandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
When you request to join, you will be asked 2 membership questions and you will also need to agree to
the group rules. All 3 parts must be completed to
join the group

For vacancies within the Berlesduna Academy Trust
take a look at their website through the link below:
https://www.berlesduna.co.uk/Vacancy.php

SEND events in our area

These will now be going to virtual
with immediate effect.
Call: 0300 247 0013 where you will
be able to make an appointment to
have a 15-minute consultation virtually.

Play Safe, a new national safeguarding campaign
(Football Association)

Essex Child & Family Wellbeing Service: https://
essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/

Over the weekend, the Football Association and the NSPCC
launched ‘Play Safe’, a national campaign to focus attention
on the vital importance of safeguarding in football. At the
heart of the campaign are three short films to emphasise the
importance of safeguarding for key groups of people, crucially children themselves.

Essex Effective Support: https://
www.essexeffectivesupport.org.uk/

One aspect of the campaign is prompting parents to ask
questions:
• Do you know your child’s club Welfare Officer?
• If so, do you have their tel no. in your ‘phone, as well as
that of the NSPCC?
• Are you up to speed with your child’s club’s safeguarding
policies and procedures?
• Do you regularly check-in with your child to see what they
are enjoying/not enjoying and why?
More information can be found here: https://www.thefa.com/
PlaySafe

Essex Local Offer: http://
www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/
Essex Map: https://www.essexmap.co.uk/
Essex Schools Info Link; https://
schools.essex.gov.uk/pupils/
Emotional_Wellbeing_and_Mental_Health_Information_Po
rtal_for_Schools/Pages/default.aspx
Getting Help in Essex: https://www.essexgethelp.uk/SNAP: http://www.snapcharity.org/
index.php/information
Southend Essex Thurrock Domestic Abuse Board
(SETDAB): https://setdab.org/
Southend Learning Network: https://
www.southendlearningnetwork.co.uk/
educationalpsychology

