Friday 5th February 2021

Merrylands Newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support
with the remote learning and that it is much appreciated by us all.
Everyone has had to adapt very quickly to new technology and teaching platforms as well as juggling the demands of home and work
commitments, which is no easy task. You should be proud of what
you are achieving with your child(ren) in what can only be described
as exceptionally challenging circumstances. There may be some days
when you decide to have a rest day, plan your own activities, or dip in
and out of the learning on offer. All of this is ok. As I have said, before, there is no one fit for all and we all have to manage in a way that
suits the needs of our own family. Sometimes we just have to take a
step back and look at what we are achieving rather than what we are
not.
If you need any additional support from school then please talk to
your child’s class teacher and if they can’t help initially then they
will speak to someone who can.
Please take care,
Mrs Robinson

Acorn Class: Michael C
Sunflower Class: Toby A

Daisy Class: Ella-Mae N
Daffodil Class: Eva P
Ladybird Class: Emilia B
Butterfly Class: Nailah O
Sycamore Class: Kian H
Maple Class: Sophie W
Ocean Class: Sophie B

River Class: Jake B
Amazon Class: Anna K

Snowdonia: Jake W

As part of Isabelle F’s classwork she created
a shield which her nurses so impressed with
Isabelle made it into the local papers!
“I decided to create a shield that represented me and
me going through my cancer treatment during the last
6 months. I used the cross pattern to symbolize my
faith in the doctors and how I felt protected by them,
and also I chose the bear to symbolize how I am still
healing but feeling brave no matter what. The colours I
chose were red, blue, gold and green, red to show that I
am a warrior and I am fighting through it, the picture
I chose on top was people with no hair to show they had
lost it. Gold to show my respect for the house and how
grateful I was to be home after a long hospital stay.
Blue was the cross so I could put my beads of courage to
show the truth of what I have really been through.
Green to show my hope and joy to finally be playing
football and also my hope for a puppy! I put my beads of
courage in the middle because they are a big part of me
seeing how far I have come. I chose ‘clavis est fortiudo’
as my phrase at the bottom because in English it means
‘braveness is key’.

Eagle Class: Isabelle W
Falcon Class: Katie P
Voyager Class: Tyler W
Adventurer Class: Ethan W
Explorer Class: Archie B

Calling all readers!
We would like to spread some joy. If you have any good news to
share that you would like to feature on our newsletter please
email it in titled Good News to
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk

We have been blown away with the quality of work being
created by children this week. Well done to everyone who
has been completing their remote learning on Tapestry and
Google Classroom. Take a look at some of the work that has
been completed this week both in and out of school.

Top 10 Rockers
this week
Freddie MS
Elijhaa B
Archie M
Kyria Q
Armandas S

Huge well done to the rockers in Amazon class! You have increased your use as
a class of Timestable Rockstars the most this week out of the whole school!
Remember—Timestable Rockstars is a fun way of learning, practicing and improving your timestable skills.
Keep rocking Merrylands!

Felicia N
Leo L
Jordan P
Isabelle F
Ralphie F

Work for the Community
Across the next week teachers will be encouraging children to create work which will be sent to people in the community; Basildon hospital,
the ambulance service and local care homes. Work completed at home can be
posted in our letter box, emailed in or shared on Google Classroom/Tapestry.
Keep your eye out on our remote learning platforms for further information.

Competition Time
Design a superhero uniform for a Key Worker in the community
Not all superheroes wear masks; choose an every day hero from the community; a
nurse, postman, bin man, paramedic etc. and design them a superhero inspired uniform.
All entrants will be in the chance to win a prize, as well as being sent to our community superheroes. Entries can be emailed in to admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk
or delivered to our Merrylands Postbox by Wednesday 24th February.
If you need help completing your
entry please contact the office.

Sycamore Class recommends The Day the Crayons Quit! because it
is extremely funny. There are lots of funny reasons why you
should use the different colour crayons. The pictures are so
bright and cheerful and because there are lots of different characters we were able to use lots of different voice impressions.
We especially like the cheeky peach crayon....but you will have to
read what has happened to him to find out why. It is sooooooo
funny!

Get outside and give it a go!
Send in your pictures to admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk

Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online includes:

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-during-covid19/

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-teens-duringcovid-19/

https://www.internetmatters.org/ - for support for parents and carers to
keep their children safe online ·
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ - for support for parents and careers from the
NSPCC ·
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ - for advice from the National Crime Agency
to stay safe online ·
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ - advice for
parents and carers

Essex Child & Family Wellbeing Service: https://
essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/
If a child is poorly… This is a worrying
time for parents. Self-isolation, social
distancing, the fear of infection in hospital, are all things which may delay parents seeking help for a sick child.
This could cause a child to become more poorly than they
should do. Parents are advised
to look at this checklist of symptoms and what to do in each instance. Parents should seek
medical advice if they are worried
about their child – and trust their
instinct.

Essex Effective Support: https://
www.essexeffectivesupport.org.uk/
Essex Local Offer: http://
www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/
Essex Map: https://www.essexmap.co.uk/
Essex Schools Info Link; https://
schools.essex.gov.uk/pupils/
Emotional_Wellbeing_and_Mental_Health_Information_Po
rtal_for_Schools/Pages/default.aspx
Getting Help in Essex: https://www.essexgethelp.uk/SNAP: http://www.snapcharity.org/
index.php/information
Southend Essex Thurrock Domestic Abuse Board
(SETDAB): https://setdab.org/
Southend Learning Network: https://
www.southendlearningnetwork.co.uk/
educationalpsychology

