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It is the time of year that so many festivals of light
and celebrations come around, like Bonfire Night,
Remembrance, St Andrew’s Day and Christmas. As the
nights draw in we will be building our understanding of
each of these events and also celebrate the history,
traditions and faiths of our school community.

Communication & Language

During the topic we will discuss celebrations that are
important to us and our families, as well as learning
about things that other people celebrate. We will develop
our language skills to support retelling experiences, and
discussing and comparing different celebrations. When
conversing with your child, encourage them to speak in
full sentences and use different sentence structures.

We will make
bonfire &
firework
pictures using
paint and collage.

Physical Development

Fine motor skills will be developed through
mark-making activities, letter formation,
the use of scissors, threading, and plenty of
painting and drawing! In PE we will be using
apparatus such as bean bags, balls, ribbons
to develop coordination and balance.
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Remember, remember
the 5th of November...

Personal, Social & Emotional
Development

We will continue to work on managing our feelings and
behaviour. Encourage your child to talk, draw or write
about how they are feeling and discuss with them
appropriate ways to deal with their emotions.
Through our discussions of Celebrations, we will develop
self-confidence and self-awareness; we will learn to be
proud of ourselves and to celebrate and understand the
differences between us and our classmates.

Literacy

We will continue using our developing phonic knowledge and other
skills learnt in our literacy sessions to read and enjoy a variety
of books. We will develop our writing skills by using the letters
we learn in Phonics lessons to write words. We will be
encouraged to try and put words together to make short
phrases or sentences.
Building phonic knowledge and using it to decode and blend words
is key at this stage. Alphablocks online resources may help
support blending.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/alphablocks-stage-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/alphablocks-stage-1

Maths

We will continue to embed basic skills of number including
counting, recognising numerals, counting quantities of
objects and actions, finding one more or less and writing
numbers.
Practise reciting to 10, both forwards and backwards, every
day, with your child. Play games involving counting and find
ways for children to use maths in everyday life.
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting

We will bake
our own
shortbread for
St Andrew’s
Day.

Expressive Arts & Design

Over the term the children will have many opportunities
to explore different art materials and techniques in the
classroom and outdoor environments. We will explore
patterns and how shape and colour is used in the designs
of decorations and art associated with different
celebrations.

Understanding the World

Why not take a
walk to

Laindon War
Memorial to

look at the
poppy wreaths?

Through this topic, children will get a rich experience of the
diversity of people within our school and across the world. It
will give them a chance to talk about past and present events
in their own lives and in the lives of family members in relation
to celebrations. They will develop understanding of the ways
they may be similar to or different from others, and show
sensitivity to the fact that they may have different opinions
or enjoy different things. We will discuss similarities and
differences between families, communities and traditions.
Here is a link to an area of CBeebies where you can see children
preparing for different faith and cultural festivals. Watch clips,
sing songs and find craft ideas to make and do!
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/lets-celebrate

Reminders

Please dress your child appropriately for the cold weather.
Remember homework is shared on Tapestry every Friday
and is to be completed and uploaded by Wednesday.
Children should continue to read to an adult at home at
least five times a week and this should be recorded on the
Tapestry reading record.
All children should have water bottles containing plain water
ONLY in school every day.

