A Parent’s Guide to
Reception
Reception at Merrylands

Welcome
We would like to welcome you and your child to Reception at Merrylands Primary School
and introduce you to the organisation of the school day as well as to provide you with
valuable information about life in our school. As daunting as starting school may seem we
hope that these few pointers will help to settle any queries you may have!
What will my child be doing at school?
Your child’s first year at Merrylands will consist of a balance between well-planned play
activities, teacher led activities and child-initiated activities. At set times of the day children
are involved in planned activities to develop the early learning goals, they are then given
the opportunity to develop these independently during child initiated supported play. Most
of the planned activities are linked to the topic for the half term. Some of our past topics
have included






The Stories of Julia Donaldson
Superheroes
The Farm
The Seaside
Alfie

You will be kept informed of our topics during the year with ideas of how you can support
your child at home.
There are two Reception classrooms, and your child will have daily access to both
classrooms and the outdoor learning environment – whatever the weather!
Who will be working with my child?
Your child will have access to all the learning environments both indoor and out during their
day at school, but they will have the benefit of having one key class teacher. Children start
and end their school day with their class teacher, and it is this teacher to whom you should
address any questions or problems. We are a very approachable and friendly team of staff
and are only too willing to be of any help. The class teachers are supported by Learning
Support Assistants who are highly experienced and qualified. There will also be other adults
supporting your child’s learning when appropriate.
What about Reading?
Each day children participate in letters and sounds sessions where in a fun and interactive
way they will learn about the sounds letters make in words and what they look like. They
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will quickly begin to blend these sounds together to enable them to read words. In the
autumn we run a session for parents where we will go through all this is more detail, so you
can support your child’s learning more effectively at home.
Once the children have settled in we will send home a reading book for you and your child
to share together. They will begin with picture books which you discuss together to
encourage your child’s own story ideas. Once they can recognise a few words and blend
some letter sounds together they will bring home a book with words. It is really important
that your child reads with an adult as often as possible, preferably every day.
Your child will have their own reading day and on this day their book bag must be in
school. Your child will have a reading record book for us to comment on their reading and
for you to comment on their reading at home and we encourage you to do this.
What about PE?
PE is on a Friday and children must have all jewellery removed and long hair should be tied
back safely on this day. All children must have a NAMED drawstring PE bag (no rucksacks
please) containing the school PE kit as listed in the main school prospectus. This remains in
school all the time – we will send it home each half term for washing and to check that
plimsolls still fit!
Please practice with your child getting dressed by themselves.
What about lunchtime?
Your child may bring a packed lunch or have one of our fantastic school dinners. We have a
wonderful team of mid-day assistants who watch over the children at lunchtime and take
extra special care of the Reception children. The children eat in one of our two halls and
then enjoy a playtime in the Key Stage One playground. There is space for running and
chasing but also a variety of organised game and activities. Parents often worry about
lunchtime, but children very quickly get settled into the routine of it, eagerly asking “when
is it lunchtime?”
What about snack time?
We are a “Healthy School” and we provide milk and a portion of fruit or vegetable for
morning snack each day. Please provide your child with a named water bottle of fresh
water each day to use in school. The bottle needs to have a “sports top” to prevent spillage
and can only be filled with still water. At Merrylands all Reception children have the
opportunity to have free milk each day for the whole year. Please ensure you inform us of
any food allergies.
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What about uniform?
Children in the Reception classes must wear our school uniform as detailed on the school’s
uniform list. We are proud of our uniform – but remember it is their work clothes so please
don’t be too precious about it, we do our best to ensure apron wearing, but accidents do
happen, so please don’t be too hard on your child if they come home painty/wet etc.
Please make sure your child is appropriately dressed, we have a well-resourced outside area
and we use it all year around and in all weathers. SO, sun hats, woolly hats, gloves, and
coats are essential! We have some wet weather gear, but children will need a pair of wellies
to keep in school – please write their name inside!
They will also require a book bag before they are able to bring home a book! These are
available from the school uniform shop.
What about bringing my child and picking them up?
Your child can come into school from 8.45am. They will be met by the Learning Support
Assistants at the Reception gate. The bell rings at 8.55 am and the gate will be closed at
this time. Any urgent messages should be given to the Learning Support Assistant in the
morning. Any more detailed discussions need to take place after school.
When you come to collect your child at the end of the day, please enter through the
Reception gate and wait outside your child’s classroom. Please do not arrive earlier than
3.00pm. He or she will be brought to the door by the teacher. No child will be allowed to
leave until the parent or other named adult is there to collect them.
What do I do if my child is late?
A smooth start to the day is very important for children especially when they first start
school. It is very unsettling for children to arrive late so please ensure that your child is
brought to school and collected on time. However, if you do arrive late you will need to
take them to the school office to give the reason for lateness.
What do I do if my child is ill?
If your child is absent, you will need to report your child’s absence by telephoning the
school office before 8.40am. You will be asked why your child is absent and when they are
likely to return. It is important that you make this call as it enables us to ensure that your
child is safe. If a phone call is not received this absence will be classified as unauthorised.
We would also request that, unless otherwise agreed, you call every day your child is
absent. Holidays during school time cause disruption to children’s education. Therefore, we
would respectfully request that you do not request holidays during school time.
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Extras
PE
PE is on Friday for all classes. ALL jewellery must be removed. Long hair should be tied
back.
Suggestion: if possible could girls not wear tights on PE day – makes things less stressful for
child & teacher!
Label everything!!
Please put your child’s name on everything – not just clothes but water bottles, lunch boxes,
shoes etc.
Book Bags
Please make sure your child has their book bag in school every day – a school book bag is
much more practical for your child than a rucksack etc as they have to be stored in their
drawer!
Wellies
All children must have a pair of wellies to keep in school as we will be going out in all
weathers!
Water bottles
Please provide your child with a water bottle every day which must contain WATER ONLY!

EExAT
In Reception and Nursery, we use the EExAT online tracking system for collecting evidence
of your child’s learning – you can view this and contribute your own by following the steps
on the Quick Start Guide for Parents. Access codes are issued at the Autumn parent
consultations.
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Parents’ Guide to the
Early Years Foundation Stage Framework
Exciting times ahead for you and your child
What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?
Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which is how the Government and
early years professionals describe the time in your child’s life between birth and age 5.
This is a very important stage as it helps your child get ready for school as well as
preparing them for their future learning and successes. From when your child is born up
until the age of 5, their early years experience should be happy, active, exciting, fun and
secure; and support their development, care and learning needs.
Nurseries, pre-schools, reception classes and childminders registered to deliver the EYFS
must follow a legal document called the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.
What is the EYFS Framework – why do we have one?
The EYFS Framework exists to support all professionals working in the EYFS to help your
child, and was developed with a number of early years experts and parents.
In 2012 the framework was revised to make it clearer and easier to use, with more focus on
the things that matter most. This new framework also has a greater emphasis on your role
in helping your child develop.
It sets out:
 The legal welfare requirements that everyone registered to look after children
must follow to keep your child safe and promote their welfare
 The 7 areas of learning and development which guide professionals’
engagement with your child’s play and activities as they learn new skills and
knowledge
 Assessments that will tell you about your child’s progress through the EYFS
 Expected levels that your child should reach at age 5, usually the end of the
reception year; these expectations are called the “Early Learning Goals
(ELGs)”
There is also guidance for the professionals supporting your child on planning the
learning activities, and observing and assessing what and how your child is
learning and developing.
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What does it mean for me as a parent?
Ensuring my child’s safety
Much thought has been given to making sure that your child is as safe as possible. Within
the EYFS there is a set of welfare standards that everyone must follow. These include the
numbers of staff required in a nursery, how many children a childminder can look after, and
things like administering medicines and carrying out risk assessments.
How my child will be learning
The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support their
healthy development.
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their
understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:
 Communication and language;
 Physical development; and
 Personal, social and emotional development.
These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future
learning.
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These
are:
 Literacy;
 Mathematics;
 Understanding the world; and
 Expressive arts and design.
These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The
professionals teaching and supporting your child will make sure that the activities
are suited to your child’s unique needs. This is a little bit like a curriculum in primary
and secondary schools, but it's suitable for very young children, and it's designed to
be really flexible so that staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests.
Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through
creative and critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside.
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The diagram below gives examples of the areas of learning and development and
shows the links between the way in which your child learns and what they learn.
For example, between 2 ½
and 4 years: learning to be
confident in talking to other
children when playing, and to
talk freely about own home
and community

For example, in
reading between 2 ¼
and 4 years: learning
how to suggest an
ending to a story

For example,
between 1 ¾ and 2
½ years:
developing an
understanding of
simple concepts
such as big/little

For example,
between 2 ½ and 4
years: learning
how to explore
what happens
when they mix
colours

For example,
between 1 ¼ and 2
years: enjoying
filling and emptying
containers in the
bath

For example, between
3 ¼ and 5 years:
learning to control
objects by pushing,
patting, throwing,
catching or kicking
For example, between 2 ¼ and 3 ¾
years: learning about special times or
events for family or friends and being
able to describe them. Being able to
talk about some of the things they
have observed such as plants,
animals, natural and found objects.
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As a mum or dad, how can I help with my child’s learning?
All the fun activities that you do with your child at home are important in supporting their
learning and development, and have a really long lasting effect on your child’s learning as
they progress through school.
Even when your child is very young and is not yet able to talk, talking to them helps them to
learn and understand new words and ideas. If you make the time every day to do some of
the following things with your child it will make a real difference to your child’s confidence
as a young learner.
Sing and tell
nursery
rhymes

Talk about the numbers,
colours, words and letters you
see when you are out and about

On a trip to the
supermarket, talk
about all the
different
packaging shapes

Allow your child to cut
out and stick pictures
from magazines

Cook / bake
together

Plant seeds or bulbs in a
pot or garden patch
Talk to your child at
every opportunity –
e.g. what you are
doing that day

Use the weather – shadows, rain
puddles, snow, wind, mist and sun –
to extend your child’s vocabulary
Share a
book

Explore the park at a
different time of the
year – go off the beaten
track

If you're looking for new ideas for things to do then find out what is on offer at your local
children’s centre. Many offer ‘messy play’ activities which you and your child can join in
with, and many of the activities they provide are free. Staff can also give you advice about
the kinds of books or other activities your child might enjoy at different ages.
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When your child is 5
At the end of the EYFS – in the summer term of the reception year in school – teachers
complete an assessment which is known as the EYFS Profile. This assessment is carried out
by the reception teacher and is based on what they, and other staff caring for your child,
have observed over a period of time.
Another important part of the EYFS Profile is your knowledge about your child’s learning
and development, so do let your child’s class teacher know about what your child does with
you: such as how confident your child is in writing their name, reading and talking about a
favourite book, speaking to people your child is not so familiar with or their understanding
of numbers.
All of the information collected is used to judge how your child is doing in the 7 areas of
learning and development. Finding out at this stage how your child is doing will mean that
the teacher your child has in their next school year – year 1 – will know what your child
really enjoys doing and does well, as well as helping them decide if your child needs a bit of
extra support, what that support should be and if they are already getting it.
The school will give you a report of your child’s progress, including information from his or
her EYFS Profile.
Where can I go for further information?
The most important place to find out more is your child’s childminder or nursery – do ask
as many questions as you need to. Providers really do welcome speaking with you.
You may want to find out what is on offer at your local children’s centre.
You can find the Early Years Foundation Stage which includes the early learning goals at
www.foundationyears.org.uk. The foundation years website also includes a range of
resources and contacts.
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